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1. Conservation and management of natural resources

Status

Regarding to the coral reef monitoring surveys with emphasis on major group of animal, namely, stony corals, soft corals, gorgonians, crustaceans and reef fishes, the results can be summarized as follows:

· Stony coral communities still be in the same conditions during the past five years except at Laem Mae Yai in where there have been changes remarkably. Following the severe coral reef bleaching in the last decade, the macroalgae, mainly Padina, covered the coral reef areas. However at the present the macroalgae detached, resulting in available substrates for recruitment of other benthic organisms. Diversity of coral recruits has been clearly observed. Recruitment soft corals, Lobophyton and Sacrophyton, was also recorded.

· There are obvious changes in soft coral communities. The soft coral, Dendronepthya, one of the dominant species in the past had gone after the coral reef bleaching phenomenon in 1998. Interestingly, recruits of the soft coral, Stereonephthya, are now abundant in the area.

· Gorgonian diseases have been obviously observed. Large colonies of Supergorgia were damaged by certain diseased during the last 2-3 years. However there are some colonies of gorgonians growing. The biggest gorgonian colony found at Laem Mae Yai is still be in good condition even there was damaged partly.

· The coral reef fish monitoring program show that there are still high abundant of coral reef fish. First records of several fish have been reported. The study is in progress. 

· Coral reef crabs and shrimps are quite high diversity.

 Recommendations

· Strictly law enforcement for illegal fishing, especially fishing in coral reefs. At present there are few cases of illegal fishing.

· Examine the problems of new tourist areas, such as Ao Mai-ngam by doing surveys on coral reef communities in order to preparing a long-term plan.

· Produce posters and education materials for raising awareness and education of coral reef conservation for tourists.

· Establish mooring buoy system with good design for codes and GPS. This will be useful for monitoring programs in the future. It may be applied the code from Department of  Marine and Coastal Resources as *** - **** - *** (*** telephone code , **** year installation, *** buoy number, starting from 001)

· Examine the park zoning for utilization to ensure that it still be appropriate with present situations.

2. Research and education

Status

At the present, three are several aspects of research in the area, such as marine resources, tourism management and innovation technology for coral reef studies. The important studies are as follows:

· For marine living resources, studies on reef fish population are continuing for all importance groups of coral reef fishes. Research on populations of small crabs and shrimps in coral reefs are in progress. Initial phases of studies of fish behavior and diversity of tunicates have been also done.

· For tourism management, the comprehensive examination on tourism management was carried out. The final report will be published soon. Long-term monitoring programs on several aspects of tourists still be conducted. 

· It is now starting to apply technology of GIS and database systems for management of the park. 

· There have been several groups of visiting researchers, especially from Singapore and Australia.

· Recommendations 

· Studies on recruitment of marine benthos at Laem Mae Yai.

· Long-term studies on coral reef fish diversity. 

· Studies on ecology of tunicates in coral reefs.

· Establish GIS database and studies in details for the park management.

· Support and encourage researches in the park areas for both Thai and foreign researchers with appropriate monitor and evaluation system.

3. Tourism

Status

Numbers of tourists are increasing continuously, especially foreigners after the new camp ground provided at Ao Mai Ngam. In general, numbers of tourists are below the park carrying capacity except during the long festival holidays.

Most tourist activities (over 90%) are snorkelling on shallow water coral reef areas. Excursion on land and bird watching are limited. At the present the park is improving natural trail at Had Mai Ngam.

Over 90% of tourists satisfied Mu Koh Surin and they wanted to visit the park again. The park is now improving the education materials and safety means for snorkelling, such as safety equipment on diving boats, briefing tourists before going to dive, etc.

· Recommendation

· Monitoring tourist opinions at least every 2 years.

· Establish a new exhibition center to provide knowledge and information for tourists at Ao Chong  Kad and Ao Mai Ngam. 

· Improve tourist communication system by using web sites, such as www.talaythai.com , etc. This will be useful to prevent any unpredicted problems, e.g. the case study of improving natural trail at Ao Mai Ngam.

· Hold meetings and seminars among the park executives and stakeholders to ensure cooperation and good understanding. The park should provide minutes of the meeting and distribute to all stakeholders.
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